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ADOLPH OCHS 


THE NEW YORK TIMES COMPANY 
229 WEST 43 STREET 
® NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036 


LEONARD R. HARRIS 
DIRECTOR, CORPORATE RELATIONS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS 


Mr. Mel Wacks, 

5189 Jeffdale Avenue, 

Woodland Hills, CA 91364 

Dear Mr. Wacks, 

Photographs of Adolph S. Ochs, who will be honored by the Jewish-American Hall 
of Fame of the Judah Magnes Museum in 1985, are being sent to you separately. 
This note is to express again our appreciation and interest, and to urge you to stay 
in touch with me as your plans develop. 

We look forward to our association with you and the Museum. 


Sincerely, 


A ws J/ Vie a 
C fen yy ZC SEC Lt fig ‘ho 


12 March 1984 


Mire, 27. ($24 


oben, Ml — Nuts Lic Med 
Cpa Ae 2 gothtizg bee flee 
Cecevets SA2 Deg BelP CE, VIEL. | 
Lass er OL CE 0th2z 
CE ALY Ot fili me  - 
Ee JL. Ce GUE ee Aft TA on | 
ee. Ae Gee, QU GEE Zope * 
ee Se Aa a | fi! AOCEL#CE ff 2 
Let: Lecce e: Le. LLELEL AGL fll MPEP 
LL WA ACE sé Met Coleg 
ee 2 fk COPE pee bie ACG ese: 
ir playlest 0A GES 
tl An Ccled (Dt WORM Ltt a 
Lge acta rae AHF Ab get cing, 
Ly. ogee paige Tame os Cec | 
yA dab ee: (44g oe. bugles Hi. 
of. Ze GO; Lt heée 2 hte, foe se ase Gl 
VE Wee - LEC B aga: AeL“eL fe Leptcg, Bee d- 


0 pantttttie be bee atts t-te 
Pe Ntloe ANE _ppiticre OO yrs 
COLE. tfe- WEF GORE fa Cif Cie , eae 
Wed dee. hee fe LS Ling |] Chee ft Witte. 
Ae fA Bee se te feweOEP athe L., 
WLP 
ee ee eae 
have, ef FIA Moaee . 
0 “ile BLE BL 0 Lie CXC aa 
Ke LE. ALE Bt tet Lig KA01- GO 
(Qtr Clie: Zn ao E22 Mle ff OC. < 
ye ee Aegeed&, bi Geleee. len 


fn WEF IE Fn ee 
pit 
PH 0G 4 


Gerta Ries-Wiener 
1320 Addison St. # C-437 
Berkeley, Ca. 94702 


April 11, 1984 
Dear Mel, 


Yesterday I received the envelope containing the Ochs photograph, 
the details about the "Help the Needy Fund" and your Letters" 
Thanks for everything. But I miss Mr. Ochs' signature! Could 
you please get it for me? 


The picture of Ochs is excellent. His looks certainly have improved 
since I saw his big photo hanging in the lobby of the old Times 
Building in 1922! 


As for the design for the medal, I have already indicated in my 
postcard last week that I don't agree with your suggestion to show 
Ngome of the needy.. the disabled, the elderly, children etc." : 

on the reverse of the medal. First of all, that would virtually 
repeat the composition of the Emma Lazarus medal, especially as 

you want the motto: "All the News that's fit to print" to go on 

the front with the portrait, just as the quotation from Emma's 

poem framed her head. No - this design has to be entirely different, 
and I think it should be cheerful to look at - not a group of 
unhappy needy human beings. 


But aside from that I don't think that to single out this one 
particular service the N.Y. Times offers ités readers once a year 
with the appeal to "Help the Needy" is appropriate for a memorial 
medal for Mr. Ochs. His achievement was the fact that he brought 
the New York Times from an insignificant newspaper to one of world 
fame. Everybody in the U.S.A. and beyond knows the New York Times, 
but I doubt that many outside of N.Y¥.City are familiar with the 
"Help the Needy" Fund. Mr. Ochs himself most certainly would not 
want to be honored because of this one charity - he probably has 
many to his name - but for his singular work as a great newspaper 
publisher. 


I know you will like the design I am now working on once you can let 
go of your idea to use the "Help the Needy Fund". I shall soon 
send you sketches, and I can promise you thatein Wis tinishe this 
work inside of 12 months surely, but possibly much earlier. 

Have a very nice Passover. 


Best regards to you, Ester and the girls, 
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Dec. 26, 1989 


Mr. Mel Wacks 

Numismarketing Associates 

5189 Jeffdale Ave. 

Woodland Hills, CA 91364 

Dear Mel: 

Enclosed please find a lead striking of the 
obverse Bela Schick Medal. As you know, we 
added the border for the obverse side. 


I wanted you to take a look before I hardened 
the die. 


Please let me know as soon as possible!! 


Happy Holidays - 


Sincerely, 


Maula € shndt 


Paula C. Schmidt 
Sales Associate 
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mel wacks 


numismarketing associates 


5189 jeffdale avenue 
woodland hills, california 91364 


(818) 884-1348 + (818) 348-9666 


10 March 1990 


Dear Gerta, 


Enclosed are new plaster basins marked "obverse" and 
"reverse." Don't use the old basins any more. 


The overall designs are fine, but I definitely do not 
like the four subjects and diagonal lines. We have never 
before listed the areas of interest of our subjects, as you 
can attest to by all of your previous designs, and I don't 
want to start now. People wanting to know more about Ms. Rose 
should go to the library. 


In the past we have let the subjects' words speak for 
themselves; thus I have enclosed an appropriate quote in 


Ms. Rose's own handwriting: "Human rights without distinction 
of sex." This was her primary area of interest and the 
raison d'etre for the medal. The press release and brochure 


will describe all of her areas of interest. 


Her interest in abolition will be implied by a few blacks 
in the audience (although I agree with you that they should 
not appear prominently in the foreground as in your original 
sketch). 


By the way, Medallic Art Company does not want any raised 
sculpting all the way to the edge as with the figure in lower 
right hand corner; please leave at least the outer half of the 
border untouched. Can you please send a new rough sketch? 


Warm gards, 


advertising + publicrelations +» brochures + newsletters 
direct mail + special programs 


life member 
numismatic literary guild 
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PAUL CEZANNE (1839-1906) 


Ginger Pot with Pomegranate and Pears c. 1890-93 
Oil on canvas 18-1/4 x 21-7/8 y 
g 


The Phillips Collection, Washington, D.C. Printed in U.S.A. 


Gerta ‘Wiener 


1320 Addison Street #C437 ys 
Berkeley, CA 94702 3 
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22 November 1994 
Dear Gerta, 


I apologize for the delay in writing. I have been 
directing all of my efforts in trying to sell the Ernestine 
Rose medals. Sales have been dropping in each of the last 
few years, and frankly I don't know if we will be able to 
continue to produce medals in the years ahead. I will have 
to make that decision soon. 


Esther and I are hoping to come up to the Berkeley-San 
Francisco area December 29 - December 31. Of course we want 
to see you. I also want to film a little video describing 
the background of the medals that you have created for the 
Jewish-American Hall of Fame. Don't worry, it won't be a 
big production ... just me and the camera. Please let me 
know right away if you will be home, so we can arrange a 
convenient time to visit. 


I can definitely recognize Gertrude Stein, and want to 
pass along a few suggestions: 


Please make her heavier and older, as she 
usually appears in photographs and paintings. 
Make the roses raised. 


I greatly look forward to hearing from you, and 
hopefully to seeing you soon. 


Warm r¢yards, 
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Making 
Sense 
Of Stein 


Rare photos and 
memorable words — 


Ge se = : | 


This 1927 photo of Gertrude 
Stein is among 360 in the book 
t = ‘ | 


BR dada a asi ana 
Gertrude Stein: In Words and BOOKS a | 


Pictures r 


Edited by Renate Stendhal Patricia Holt 
Algonquin; 286 pages: $19.95? sigue g : 
paperback. air With life” when associated, as 


———— 2 . « 

- Stein herself did in a 1946 inter- 

anks _ view, with “the movement of one 
eee ae f ade of those old-fashioned automobiles | 
writer Renate Stendhal has creat- is not always successful. | 

ed a welcome and beautifully de- At the same time, Stendhal 

signed ' photo-biography of this Writes, 4 second interpretation 

most amazing Mother of Modern- may be made by noting the title, 


ism in “Gertrude Stein: In Words ~ lender Buttons,” the book in| 


and Pictures.” which the line appears. “ ‘Button’ 
scons EI Ray ee ES WG eres a slang word.for- clitoris. Read 
No matter how little or how with this in mind, ‘a little’ and its 
much you know about Stein and ‘shudders’ radically change mean- 
her longtime companion and lov- ing. One and the same sentence 
er, Alice B. Toklas, this slick, thick © can be abstract on one level, realis- 


er fe 
‘E te 


and nearly square (8-by-8%-inches) tic on another, and a double enten- 


book can be read on several levels dre ona third.” 
at once. Such observations help us un- 
More than 100 of its 360 photo- 


graphs have never been published, 
so those stern and glowering ex- 


pressions of Stein that have be- “Gertrude Stein: In Words and Pic- : 


come so familiar soon give way to 
smiling portraits of an eccentric 
and often playful genius who's, 
seen actually dancing with her dog 
Basket, singing her favorite song 
(“The Trail of the Lonesome Pine”) 


tures” will endure as long as the 
works and images of Stein herself 


——— 


toes” in the garden of her beloved 
Belignin summer home in France. 


Won't Compromise 


Not that Stein herself meant to 
be seen as carefree or ingratiating. 
Looking at her childhood pictures, 
we are struck, as is Stendhal, “by 
the early absence of any attempt 
to please the onlooker. To the con- 
trary, ‘Gertie’ is clearly not pleased 
and won't compromise with a 

4 Ob~ atioke to her mood, her 


she looks at the inquisitive eye of 
‘the beholder with the intensity of 


‘Henri Ro 

Scott Fitzgerald, Georges Braque, 
‘Pjuna Barnes, Guillaume Apolli- 
‘naire, Jean Cocteau, Janet Flan- 


often ridiculed writer who was| & 
: supported most notably by Toklas.| F- 


Their relationship “has been 
(and is still) seen by some a8 Ay 
exploitive arrangement,” Stendhal 


As Stendhal explains, however, 
the relationship was extremely 
complicated and interdependent, 
and in it, “Alice B. Toklas is strik- 


to Stein’s literary work, especially 
the coded erotic writings, and par- 
ticipant in all things that inspir 
it. i 


? 


helps, but she also believes “Stein's 
| work seems less and less alien” as 
| we learn more “apout the multilin- 
gual context of her writing” and 
“the erotic side of her life.” 


' 


| ‘Evocative’ Lines 


i Take one of her more “hermet- 
/ ic” lines: “A little called anything 
| shows shudders.” This purely 
“Steinese” sentence, so “evocative 
uLant evoking anything clearly 
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341, MESSOGION AVE., 152 31 HALANDAI, ATHENS - GREECE, TEL.: (01) 67.12.322 - 4 (127), 67.21.084, FAX.: (01) 67.22.577 


Dear 


your 
that 
only 


11 June 1995 
Gerta, 
Old friends should not upset each other. Judging from 
response to my last letter, I must have written something 
upset you. That certainly wasn't my intention. I was 
trying to make things easier for you. 


Your letter certainly upset me. Whatever becomes of the 


Gertrude Stein medal, I sincerely hope that it will not 
detract from our quarter century old friendship. 


year. 


I am still looking forward to seeing you later this 


Your old (but perhaps 
so wise) friend, 


ERTA RIES WIENER 
1898-2000 
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WEAR CS IWEe 2MeEL, 

VE ARE VERY SORRY TO TELL YOu THAT MOM DIED 
JUST PAST MIDNIGHT ON MARCH 13% WE HAD 
BEEN By HER SIDE FOF HUcH OF THE PAST 3 
HONTHS, A BAP IDFECTION OO HEE FOOT WAS 
COIED ADP HEALED COHPLETELY. SHE GAINED 
WEIGHT AND OFTEM WAS ALE PT AWD HAPPY, 
SHE WAS MCT TAKING ANY Menications — OULY 
VITAMINS. HER SKI WAS CLEAR WER CHEEKS 
FOSY AMID SHE LOOKED VERY HEACIY DEED. 
MUCH Of THE TIHE sHe <sLerr PEACEFULLY 
IN HER COMFORTABLE QUIET Roou, THe FAST 
3 DAYS WERE SIQGUIFICAMT 46 HWERe SURGEON 
REQUESTED SAS XRAY OF HEE HP app HEY 
Et a 0a ig arg ms ag VAN Tp Re oy ah ea gS les 
WOeUOLP Tey TO TEACH HEE TO WALK AGAIN, OLS 
SATYVR BAY AWD SLU DPAY SHE WAS SHS (Ben, 
ATE VERY WELL AD WE SAT TOGETHEE 
HOMWDImDge HADSDs. OD MOovDAY HEE NOESES 
MOVED HEE TC A WHEELCHAIR, SHE sAT BY 
THE LABGE SLIDING GLASS BooR 1L00KiIWE OUT 
AY THe BEAUTIFUL HMOWTEREY FINES ThE 
FLOWERS AOD THE RAYS OF SON LIGLT Smelly 
FICTERIDG DOLOU THEOUGH THE TREES, 
METER KOSE MARIE FED HEE A Bié LOWICH 
SHE Wer BACH 1 GED ALP SsLEFr SOUNOLY 
UNTIL PuSNER, wiE LEFT THE HOSPITAL AT 7 
AND WERE VDEUGHTED WITH HEP PROGLESS. 
TT WAS VERY REWARDING TO SEE HER GET 
BEER EVEPY DAY. AT 1AM THE HoserTAL 
CALLED US, TELWLING US THAT sHE HAD JUST 
FASSED AWAY IN) HER SLEEP. YOu CALS 

ijMAG OE Hous WE FELT BOT WE HOST NOW 
REMEMBER HER THE WAY SHE WAS... 


LOVE. 
PROSE MG Ste ee eee 


